Bud Break Jen Karetnick

As still as wine, the pool robed in blueness.

Soon the dun robins will mistake plate glass

for passage, though the intervals will be
unpredictable, while on the live oak trees

the blue jays polish themselves like chefs’ knives.
Then the bees will leave their hidden hives

to circle the tomatoes, tiny hives

of green, born of yellow and blueness,
petals dried like butter on picnic knives

or the smear of a child’s lips on glass,

and the canker squad will inspect the trees
for the citrus disease they expect to be

the demise of limes and oranges. Be

cautious — these men are known by their hives

of sawdust, ground from unimpeachable trees

whose leaves cast only shadows of blueness.

Later, this summer, we will pour into this glass

juice pummeled from mangos, poke straws like knives

deep into syrupy pulp, flash paring knives
over the seals of rum bottles that be-

wilder sweaty hands when curved around glass
that itself has been left in the sun, hives

of condensation running down blueness,

label sticky as if with the sap of trees.

Poison ivy, some say, is kin to mango trees
and the itch goes about business like knives,
creeps over the skin so much red the blueness
of veins, those ivy-curled locks, can only be
thought of as twigs. What are a few hives
when a robin has met shatter-proof glass,

before its eye, in profile, turns to glass
and it plummets to the roots of trees,
stunned the way winter quiets the hives,



flung quivering as blades of jackknives
are released from their hasps? Only to be
scratched, as one turns away, under sky-blueness,

as glass deflects rains of branches or knives,
the mango trees break into bud with help from bee
hives, and brighter jays polish their blueness.
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